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This month’s newsletter and attachments is focused on sheep and sustainable parasite control.  This is something that we have been promoting for some years now but are aware that it is still not always a priority on all farms and there is still some confusion as to the best options.

Enclosed is a leaflet labelled ‘Know your anthelmintic groups’ which lays out what we should all be following to the letter in our aim to keep resistance off our farms and keep sheep as healthy and productive as possible.  Please read this carefully, put it somewhere safe for reference and if there is anything you need further guidance on then please, please just ask us.

One of the important ways of avoiding importing resistant sheep parasites onto your farm is to use Zolvix on any bought in animals before they go out to pasture.  You can safely dose animals as they come off the trailer or lorry.  We are happy to supply the exact amount you need – be it for one ram or a larger batch of store lambs or breeding ewes.  Just let us know the number and weights and we can let you have the correct amount so you are not wasting money on product you do not need.  We are seeing more farms getting used to doing this but we need everyone to remember!!

Sustainable parasite control needs a robust flock plan and regular use of worm egg counts – we can do a quick screen at the surgery for you for about £10.  Quick, cheap and easy to do.

I have also enclosed some information regarding the myriad of chemicals available for blowfly treatment.  Blowfly strike is costly and a real welfare problem.  With the change in weather patterns we are now seeing strike from as early as March.  You need a plan to maximise protection throughout the risk periods.  This easy to use advice sheet should help you decide what fits with your flock plan.

Finally there is very little data here in the UK on the prevalence of resistance to the ivermectin type wormers in sheep.  Through the SCOPS initiative Novartis are supplying vet with kits enabling us to look at our farms for any evidence of resistance to this important group of anthelmintics.  To qualify you have to have a minimum of around 100 ewes.  We will need to look at lamb faecal egg counts from lambs aged between 8 and 16 weeks.  If you have stock in this category please can you contact Martyn, Amy or Jenny immediately so we can get you started on this free initiative.    

  Nicky.












