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Happy New Year from us all!
Amy’s update of Neospora abortion in cattle

Neospora, now the biggest cause of abortion in the UK, can cause abortion storms and currently there is no vaccine. Great – yet another disease to worry about!

The good news is that Neospora can be controlled and eradicated from your herd by acknowledging the problem exists, testing animals close to calving (i.e. drying off) and adapting your management system to breed it out.

For years we have been blaming dogs for the introduction of Neospora into our herds but it is likely that we have bought or bred it in.  Dogs do play a minor part and so control of dog access to placentas (particularly the stinky ones) and removing dog faeces from your land is essential. It is a common myth that dog worming can make a difference but that is not the case. Regularly worming your dogs though is obviously good practice for other reasons, particularly if you have sheep!

Control is focused around one simple fact… the main route of transmission is from a cow to her calf in the uterus.  So….. 
1. Identify positive animals in your herd and DO NOT breed your replacements from these animals.  Put them back to beef semen in the dairy herd or mark the calves for fattening in the beef herd.  

2. Test any bought in animals, preferably prior to purchase, before breeding from them and again as they dry off or calve. 

3. Use AI on positive animals as some transmission can occur between cattle and so there is a very small chance that she can pass it to the bull and therefore throughout your herd. 
Cow to cow transmission can be limited by ensuring calving pens are not used for sick animals and that water sources are kept clean.  If you need anymore information on this then please contact Amy or any of the vets for advice.
Medicine returns – Ren has asked me to remind you all that we are now not allowed to resell any veterinary medicinal products that have been sold and left the building as we can no longer assure traceability of the items.  Please, please if you are not sure you need a product do not collect it from the surgery until you are certain else we cannot take it back and you will be charged.  The reception team hate having to say no to this but legally we have no option – so just be sure you want it before you take it away!!!

I

Plan for TB compensation penalties on delayed tests.
Just a quick reminder that Defra have put out a consultation regarding their plan to reduce any compensation payments for tests that are 60 days overdue.  This will not come in until Spring 2012 and will be subject to discussion before it is fully implemented.  The plan is to have an appeals process where a delay was deemed to be “justifiable or unavoidable” such as non availability of vets or serious illness.  However do bear it in mind as we tend to get booked ahead especially in the spring and we would hate for anyone to get caught in this trap.  It is a shame that we don’t get a rise in compensation when there is a delay in shifting reactor cattle away from TB infected farms!!  We are aware that there is an ever increasing delay in getting reactors shifted - in some cases weeks of waiting.  This brings an increased risk of cattle to cattle spread and puts immense pressure on farm in trying to keep stock isolated – particularly difficult when dealing with in milk dairy cows.  Please keep us updated of any problems you are experiencing so we can try and help put pressure on AHVLA for you.

Sue’s sheep corner
With many of you in the middle of lambing, record keeping is probably the last thing on your mind! However a bit of information can go a long way to assessing problems and helping to improve flock output. With high lamb prices just a small increase in rearing percentages can increase net profits.

It is useful to compare scanning % (no of lambs scanned per 100 ewes put to the ram) with lambing % and rearing %.  Two thirds of lamb losses actually occur before lambing although it may not seem like this at lambing  time!  Of these pre lambing losses, ½ of these are between tupping and scanning (seen as barren ewes) and the other ½ between scanning and lambing (seen as abortion and stillbirth)

Intervet offer 2 subsidised blood testing schemes:

1.Barren Ewecheck 

Subsidized blood samples January-March

Toxoplasmosis only

For ewes scanned as barren

2.Flockcheck
Subsidized blood samples March-July

Enzootic abortion and toxoplasmosis

For aborted/barren ewes after lambingIf you are interested in either please contact Sue or one of the other vets.  You can just leave a message at the surgery and Sue can get back to you.  It can provide useful information as also gives you a chance to discuss any problems encountered during lambing that we may be able to help with.
Finally Pete spent a few days at the British Cattle Veterinary Conference in November.  There was a whole day on TB and will report on that next month but one of the sessions was based on global warming and how we feed the extra billions of people in the years to come.  Interestingly the much maligned high yielding Holstein is being blamed for extra methane emissions per cow.  Yet when you work out the emissions of methane per kg of milk it works out the Holstein produces less per kg than any other cattle.    

However if you work out the emissions per kg of cheese produced by the richer milk eg Jersey milk that produces less methane per kg than Holstein milk used for cheese.  Roundabouts and swings!  This debate will not go away and research will probably change the way we produce our food in the future – something we will all need to keep up to date with.
