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               Pelyn news                                   
Staff news – true to form Pippa did not manage to finish working in time for her baby.  As last time she managed to leave work and produce a new son 24 hours later, ringing to apologise she would not be in for work as planned the following day!  Amy’s arm, following surgery, seems to be on the mend but, although she is champing at the bit to get back on farm, she is currently to be found behind the consulting table.  If all is well she will be back out doing farm work in early April.
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Because of all the comings and goings can we ask you please that, if you have a lambing that you want to bring into the surgery, phone first to let us know you are on your way.  For the next few weeks there is a chance that the vet at the surgery may not be able to deal with the sheep.  A quick phone call will allow us to divert a vet from their calls and will mean you should not have to wait too long.  In some cases we may be near enough to pop into the farm and save you a journey. 
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Lamb alert!!    We are seeing significant amounts of parasite problems in lambs and associated losses of wasting and even death.   If you are having problems it could be gut worms, it could be coccidiosos, it could be Nematodirus or it could be any combination of them all!  If you just guess you could be wasting money on the wrong treatment and the delay in a cure will mean you will lose more.  Just contact the surgery and we can help.  Don’t delay









Nicky.
We will be holding another South West Healthy Livestock Initiative meeting – we will be covering calf pneumonia.  The meeting will be based very much on prevention rather than treatment.  The meeting will be at the Royal Talbot and, as before, there will be beer and sandwiches.  The plan is to sign you up for some heavily subsidised blood testing in order to identify the viruses that may have caused problems on your farm this winter.  The aim then is that, next winter, it should be possible to vaccinate with exactly the right vaccine at exactly the right time to prevent the problem in the future.  Put the date in your diary – 19th April 7.30 for 8 pm (invite enclosed).  We do not think we go to any farms on our patch that would not benefit from this testing so do come along and see if we can improve the pneumonia situation on your farm.








STOP PRESS! The application forms to access the free NMR milk testing for Johnes are now available at the surgery.  Those who have attended the meeting organised by their milk purchaser are eligible for this testing.  Let us know if you need a form.  If you want to get involved in the Johnes scheme but have not managed to get to a meeting then please contact Martyn or Amy for information.





Thank you to everyone who made the BVD meeting.  The speaker seemed to go down very well and for those of you who have signed up for the funding, we are hoping to start the sampling and bio-security assessments soon.  If you were not able to get to the meeting, we will be organising another one later in the year to sign you up for funding.  Please let us know if you would be interested in coming along.





Do not forget that mastitis problems are also eligible to attract SWHLI funding.  Contact Amy if you wish to pursue a cell count or mastitis issue.  


Don’t miss the opportunity to make use of extensive funding in helping you control mastitis and cell counts in your herd.





With the end of winter in sight cow colostrum is at its lowest quality.  Heifers produce colostrums of low quality compared to that of cows.  Added to that, sheds begin to accumulate bacteria and viruses in the bedding this time of year.  All of this contributes to a high risk of scours in calves.  The main causes of young calves scouring  are E coli, Rotavirus and Coronaviruses.  Calves are nearly twice as likely to have diarrhoea in wet conditions and more than three times as likely when housed in groups.





Unlike other species, the placenta of the cow does not allow the passage of immune protection to the calf.  This can leave the calf in a vulnerable state in the early stages of life.  When you know of or suspect deficiencies in colostrum quality or quantity then supplementing colostrum in the first few hours of a calf’s life can pay dividends.  Locatim is produced from donor animal vaccinated against E coli, rotavirus and coronavirus.  The donor cows importantly are guaranteed to be free form EBL, TB, Brucellosis, Paratuberculosis, IBR/IPV, and BSE.  Locatim is the only licensed colostrum product proven to reduce mortality in the calf.  We keep some in the fridge for your emergency supply – just ring and ask.














